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Android	11	Hero	(Image	credit:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	Central)	The	Android	11	Beta	brings	a	handful	of	new	features	to	software	that's	already	filled	with	features	and	that	presents	special	problems.	Take	notifications,	for	example.Notifications	and	ways	to	manage	them	have	always	been	one	of	Android's	strengths.	but	it's	super-easy	to	get	overloaded
when	you	have	a	bunch	of	apps	all	trying	to	get	and	keep	your	attention.	You	can	usually	change	settings	in	an	app	or	through	Android's	settings	to	help	manage	things,	but	chances	are	you	still	get	notifications	you	have	no	intention	of	tapping	and	ones	you	think	are	a	lot	more	important	mixed	up	in	your	notification	shade.Android	11	builds	on
existing	tools	and	settings	with	two	new	mini-features,	which	Google	calls	Conversations	and	Bubbles.Notifications	that	you	care	about	live	at	the	top	of	your	notification	list	in	an	area	marked	for	Conversations.	The	separation	between	Conversations	and	other	"tiers"	of	notifications	(there	are	three	in	total)	is	well	defined	and	that's	where
notifications	from	messenger	apps	can	live	and	they	will	always	stay	at	the	top	of	the	list.Android	11	Conversation	Priority	(Image	credit:	Google)Android	11	Bubbles	(Image	credit:	Google)Source:	GoogleYou	can	also	choose	the	order	of	these	conversations	from	the	notifications	themselves	as	well	as	reply	or	mark	as	read	or	do	most	any	other	action
you'd	want	to	take	on	a	notification	of	this	type.	And	if	a	conversation	is	too	important	to	just	live	in	the	Conversations	area,	you	can	turn	it	into	a	chat	bubble.You	probably	already	know	how	Android	11's	bubbles	work	because	the	idea	isn't	all	that	new;	we've	seen	bubbles	in	Facebook	Messenger	for	a	while	now.Android's	notifications	system	is
already	great	so	the	trick	is	not	to	screw	it	up.If	you're	not	familiar,	a	bubble	is	a	conversation	that	has	a	floating	icon	which	will	pop	up	and	overlay	no	matter	what	you're	doing	on	your	phone.	It	provides	a	quick	way	to	get	to	a	pop-open	rich-text	messaging	bubble	of	the	conversation	itself,	then	you	can	swipe	it	away	once	you're	done	with	it.Let's
say,	for	example,	I'm	talking	to	a	family	member	through	an	app	that	supports	bubbles,	like	Android	Messages	once	it	gets	turned	on.	I'm	doing	plenty	of	back	and	forth	chatting	but	also	reading	the	news	or	scrolling	through	social	media.	I	can	open	the	conversation	in	a	bubble	that	can	open	a	"new	window"	of	the	conversation	without	leaving	Google
News	or	Instagram	or	whatever	app	I'm	using	at	the	time.Source:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	Central)Neither	of	these	features	seems	all	that	groundbreaking.	Bubbles	are	kind	of	a	gimmick	—	at	least	the	floating	head	aspect	of	it	—	but	it	does	offer	convenience	,which	is	why	Facebook	has	had	so	much
success	with	it	in	Messenger.	Conversations	is	obviously	building	on	Android	10's	notification	management	system,	which	is	a	bit	convoluted	and	manual.What	Android	11	needs	in	the	notifications	area	is	a	bit	of	spit	and	polish	to	existing	ideas,	and	that's	exactly	what	it	looks	like	we're	getting	here.	No	complaints	from	me!Have	you	listened	to	this
week's	Android	Central	Podcast?Every	week,	the	Android	Central	Podcast	brings	you	the	latest	tech	news,	analysis	and	hot	takes,	with	familiar	co-hosts	and	special	guests.Subscribe	in	Pocket	Casts:	AudioSubscribe	in	Spotify:	AudioSubscribe	in	iTunes:	Audio	(opens	in	new	tab)	The	most	prominent	new	feature	in	Android	Nougat	7.0	is	Multi-Window
(also	called	split-view)	multitasking,	a	long-overdue	addition	to	the	mobile	operating	system.	Formerly	found	only	in	customized	Android	skins	such	as	Samsung	TouchWiz,	this	mode	enables	you	to	view	two	apps	at	once.	It's	great	for	when	you	want	social	media	or	your	email	inbox	visible	while	you	browse	the	web	or	edit	photos.	Unfortunately,	it's
not	exactly	easy	to	figure	out	how	to	make	it	work.	Below,	we'll	show	you	how	to	select	a	second	app	to	place	side	by	side	with	the	one	you're	already	using,	and	how	to	select	an	app	not	shown	in	the	app	switcher.	Here's	how	to	use	multi-window	views	in	Android	Nougat	7.0:1.	While	in	an	app,	hold	down	on	the	Recent	Apps	button.2.	Select	an	app
from	your	recent	apps.	If	the	app	you	want	doesn't	appear	in	that	view,	tap	the	Home	button.	Not	all	apps	support	multi-window	mode,	and	you'll	see	a	warning	if	that's	the	case	for	apps	you	select.3.	Tap	a	second	app.You've	set	up	split-view!	Drag	the	dividing	line	left	and	right	to	resize,	tap	Home	to	find	a	new	secondary	app	from	the	home	screen
and	tap	the	Split	Screen	button	in	the	bottom	right	corner	to	select	a	recently	used	app.	Updated:	08/16/2021	by	Computer	Hope	View	may	refer	to	any	of	the	following:	1.	In	general,	view	refers	to	seeing	an	object	or	the	contents	of	a	file	on	a	computer.	For	example,	you	are	currently	viewing	this	web	page	to	learn	more	about	view.	2.	In	Windows
Explorer,	View,	Views,	or	the	Views	button	is	an	option	that	lets	you	change	how	the	folders	and	files	are	shown.	See	our	view	buttons	definition	for	further	information	and	related	links.	3.	With	Linux,	view	or	vi	is	a	command	that	lets	you	view	and	edit	files.	See	the	vi	command	page	for	further	information	on	this	command.	4.	With	online	advertising
and	statistics,	a	view	is	another	name	for	a	page	view.	5.	View	is	also	used	to	describe	the	angle	of	view	with	a	camera	or	camera	lens.	Open,	Software	terms,	Viewable	area	The	notification	“Bubble”	is	a	feature	introduced	in	Android	11	that	works	like	Facebook	Messenger’s	“Chat	Heads.”	Conversations	can	be	popped-out	into	windows	that	overlay
your	current	activity.	If	you	don’t	want	to	use	Bubbles,	it	can	be	disabled.	Bubbles	are	an	opt-out	feature,	meaning	they’re	enabled	by	default.	When	an	app	presents	a	Bubble	for	the	first	time,	you’ll	have	the	option	to	turn	off	Bubbles	for	that	specific	app.	If	you’d	like,	it’s	also	possible	to	turn	off	Bubbles	for	all	apps	entirely.	Disable	Bubbles	for
Specific	Apps	On	your	Android	phone	or	tablet,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	(once	or	twice	depending	on	your	device’s	manufacturer),	and	then	tap	the	Gear	icon	to	open	the	“Settings”	menu.	Scroll	down	and	select	“Apps	and	Notifications.”	At	the	top	of	the	screen,	select	“See	all	(X)	Apps,”	where	“X”	is	the	number	of	apps	you	have.	Tap
the	app	you	don’t	want	to	use	Bubbles.	Select	“Notifications.”	Finally,	tap	“Bubbles.”	Switch	the	setting	to	“Nothing	Can	Bubble.”	Now,	whenever	you	receive	a	new	message	in	that	app,	you’ll	no	longer	see	a	Bubble.	Disable	Bubbles	for	Specific	Conversations	When	an	app	supports	Bubbles,	you’ll	see	a	little	icon	in	the	bottom-right	corner	of	the
notification.	Tap	it	to	move	the	conversation	to	a	floating	window.	Tap	“Manage”	under	the	pop-up	window.	This	opens	a	context	menu	of	options	for	the	app.	Tap	“Don’t	Bubble	Conversation”	to	disable	Bubbles	for	this	specific	conversation.	Disable	Bubbles	Entirely	If	you’d	rather	disable	the	notification	Bubbles	for	all	apps,	you	can	do	that,	too!	On
your	Android	phone	or	tablet,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	(once	or	twice	depending	on	your	device),	and	then	tap	the	Gear	icon	to	open	the	“Settings”	menu.	Select	“Apps	and	Notifications.”	Next,	tap	“Notifications.”	In	the	top	section,	tap	“Bubbles.”	Toggle-Off	the	switch	for	“Allow	Apps	to	Show	Bubbles.”	Now,	no	apps	will	be	able	to	use
Bubbles.	You	can	return	to	this	screen	any	time	to	re-enable	the	Bubbles	feature.	By	Kathryn	Hatashita-Lee	i	pressureUA/iStock/Getty	Images	Your	Android’s	Web	browsers	provide	a	history	of	your	searches	with	the	most	recent	sites	listed	first.	This	browsing	history	can	bring	up	each	entry	in	a	new	tab	for	quick	access.	Your	browser	apps	also
enable	you	to	manage	your	log	with	the	option	to	remove	this	search	history	for	your	privacy.	Google	Chrome	logs	your	searches	and	displays	the	date	and	time	on	the	History	screen.	The	Chrome	Menu	button	near	the	Omnibox	includes	the	History	options.	The	log	displays	searches	in	reverse	chronological	order,	with	the	most	recent	searches	at	the
top	and	the	oldest	searches	at	the	bottom.	Each	entry	includes	the	time	in	a	24-hour	format,	such	as	19:00	for	7:00	p.m.	The	"X"	button	on	each	field	enables	you	to	remove	this	website	from	the	History.	The	Clear	Browsing	Data	button	opens	the	checklist	with	preferred	options,	such	as	Clear	Browsing	History	and	Clear	Autofill	Data,	to	manage	your
logged	searches.	The	Mozilla	Firefox	app	also	logs	your	searches	in	reverse	chronological	order.	When	you	hold	your	tablet	in	a	horizontal	position,	tapping	the	header’s	dark	gray	corner	next	to	the	first	tab	expands	a	sidebar	with	a	"+"	icon	at	the	bottom.	Tap	this	"+"	icon	to	display	three	tabs:	Top	Sites,	Bookmarks	and	History.	Tap	"History"	to	view
the	log	for	your	searches.	Section	headings	include	Today,	Yesterday,	7	Days	Ago	and	Older	than	7	Days.	This	Firefox	History	tab	does	not	sort	by	the	exact	date	or	time	as	the	Google	Chrome	app	does.	Pressing	and	holding	a	website	link	brings	up	the	pop-up	window.	Select	one	of	these	options:	"Open	in	New	Tab,"	"Share,"	"Remove"	or	"Add	to
Home	Screen."	Opera	Mini	provides	the	"O"	menu	icon	in	the	navigation	bar	with	a	drop-down	menu	that	includes	the	History	button.	Tap	the	"History"	icon	to	open	the	History	window	with	the	most	recent	site	at	the	top	of	the	list.	The	Clear	All	button	erases	your	Web	searches.	UC	Browser	includes	a	Menu	button	displaying	the	Bookmarks/History
icon	in	the	General	tab	sheet.	Tap	"Bookmarks/History"	to	open	the	next	screen,	and	then	tap	the	"History"	tab	to	open	your	search	log.	The	Manage	button	at	the	lower	screen	filters	your	entries.	For	example,	tap	"Manage"	and	then	tap	"By	Date"	on	the	menu.	Your	searches	display	in	sections	for	Today,	Yesterday	and	Two	Days	Ago.	The	Clear
button	will	delete	your	browsing	history.	Smart	phone	notifications	can	be	overwhelming.	They	can	also	be,	well,	boring,	hidden	away	as	little	rectangles	at	the	top	of	your	screen	and	looking	mostly	the	same.	If	you	want	to	spice	up	your	notifications	a	little,	consider	taking	advantage	of	one	of	Google’s	fun	alert	features:	chat	bubbles.How	do	chat
bubbles	work	on	Android?On	Android,	bubbles	allow	you	to	set	chat	notifications	as	little	circles	that	appear	on	your	phone’s	screen.	They’re	small	enough	to	not	distract	from	what	you’re	up	to,	but	always	available	if	you	need	to	respond	to	a	quick	message.	You	can	quickly	enter	a	conversation,	which	opens	a	separate	window	on-screen,	and	easily
dismiss	that	window	back	into	the	bubble	so	you	can	keep	doing	whatever	it	is	you’re	doing.If	you	haven’t	seen	these	bubbles	on	your	phone	yet,	that’s	because	you	need	to	activate	them	yourself.	Fortunately,	it’s	easy	to	do	so	long	as	you’re	running	Android	11.	To	check	if	you’re	running	Android	11,	head	to	Settings	>	About	phone	>	Android
version.G/O	Media	may	get	a	commissionHow	to	enable	chat	bubbles	on	your	AndroidTo	start,	make	sure	the	feature	is	turned	on.	Head	to	Settings	>	Notification	>	Bubbles,	then	ensure	the	toggle	next	to	“Allow	apps	to	show	bubbles”	is	enabled.	Open	your	notifications	by	swiping	down	from	the	top	of	the	display.	Locate	an	unread	notification	from	a
messaging	app.	If	it	supports	bubbles	(and	not	all	chat	apps	do)	you’ll	see	a	little	box	with	a	dot	in	the	bottom	right	of	the	notification	window.	Tap	that	icon,	and	the	notification	will	jump	alive,	opening	the	chat	window	connected	to	a	bubble,	or	“chat	head.”When	you’re	done	with	the	chat,	just	tap	outside	the	window	to	minimize	it	back	into	the
bubble.	That	bubble	now	lives	on	your	screen,	so	you	can	go	about	your	business	until	you	want	to	jump	into	the	conversation	again.	You	can	also	view	other	recent	bubbles	by	tapping	the	“X”	that	appears	when	tapping	the	active	chat	bubble	on-screen.	How	to	remove	chat	bubbles	from	your	screenThere	are	a	few	ways	to	get	rid	of	chat	bubbles,
some	temporary,	and	some	permanent.	Let’s	start	with	temporary:	Tap	and	drag	and	the	bubble	to	the	bottom	of	your	screen,	where	you’ll	find	a	large	“X”.	Drag	the	bubble	over	the	“X”	and	let	go	to	dismiss	the	bubble.Alternatively,	tap	the	bubble,	then	tap	“Manage”	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	Now,	you	can	tap	“Dismiss	bubble,”	which	will	remove	it
from	your	screen	temporarily.	The	next	time	you	receive	a	message	from	that	app,	however,	the	bubble	will	pop	back	up	on	your	display.If	you	want	to	remove	chat	bubbles	from	your	display	permanently,	it’s	just	as	easy.	Tap	the	chat	bubble	again,	tap	“Manage,”	then	tap	“Don’t	bubble	conversation.”	This	option	will	not	only	dismiss	the	chat	bubble,
but	it	will	disable	chat	bubbles	for	that	conversation.	That	won’t	stop	other	conversations	in	that	app	from	appearing	as	bubbles	if	you’ve	selected	that,	however.	To	stop	an	app	from	appearing	as	a	bubble	altogether,	you’ll	need	to	go	one	step	further.How	to	turn	off	chat	bubbles	for	an	appHead	to	Settings	>	Notifications	>	App	settings,	then	choose
the	app	in	question.	If	the	app	supports	bubbles,	tap	“Bubbles,”	then	choose	“Nothing	can	bubble.”	If	that	option	doesn’t	appear	here,	but	you	know	that	the	app	supports	bubbles,	scroll	down	and	tap	“Additional	settings	in	the	app,”	as	the	option	might	be	in	the	in-app	settings	instead.
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